Sunday evening May 13th 2018 at CBC
Sermon outline: Revelation 2:1-7
The letter to the church at Ephesus
A persecuted Christian
An unusual style
A double promise
A central figure
[1] WHO IS THE REVELATION FOR?
Were there only seven churches in the province of Asia?
Since the answer to that is definitely ‘no’, another question
arises.
Why is the letter (the Revelation as a whole) addressed only to
seven churches? Were they the most important, or were they
perhaps in the most important cities?
The answer to both questions is ‘no’,
It is obvious that each church is to receive the whole revelation
– see 1.13 – even though each has a letter specifically for that
church alone. So ultimately all the churches will see all the
letters.
And that helps us to accept the suggestion that these seven
cities where the churches are to be found were chosen
because they are the natural centres for a postal network. They
are listed in the order in which a messenger, arriving at
Ephesus from the island of Patmos, would have travelled round
in clock-wise direction. As the revelation reached each town,
other messengers would take a copy to other towns and
churches.
Page 1 of 4

[2] WHO IS THE REVELATION FROM?
As we have seen, John is the human author, but he writes what
he has been given and to write (and see) from the risen Lord
Jesus Christ. That is clear from 1.1 and again from 1.9 and
following, where John relates how he saw the Lord Jesus
Christ. We will need to remember that the words we read in the
letter addressed to the church in Ephesus are the words of the
Lord Jesus himself.
[3] WHAT DOES THE REVELATION SAY?
The seven letters all follow broadly the same pattern.
Address to the angel of the church
A characteristic of the risen Christ
Commendation
Criticism and a call to change - compare this letter with
Pergamum
An appeal to individuals to listen
A promise to those who do listen
The letter from the Lord to the church here in Revelation was
written some 40 years after the founding of the church. What
does the Lord say to the church?
[a] The Lord owns his church and knows what is going on
it in
He holds the seven stars (notice the church in Ephesus is being
reminded not merely that they are his church but that all the
churches belong to him) in his hand. That is the eternal reality.
The angels and the churches with which they are identified
belong to him. And he knows what is going on. He walks
among the seven lampstands.
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[b] The Lord commends his church
Of all the churches, this is the one about which the Lord says
the most in terms of what they are doing. He refers to their …
• Deeds
• Hard work
• Perseverance
• Intolerance of wicked people
• Discernment in identifying fraudulent spiritual claims
• Perseverance (again)
• Endurance of hardships for the sake of Christ
• Not growing weary
• Hating the practices of the Nicolaitans (whoever they
were)
It is certainly a church we can learn from.It is certainly the kind
of church we need in the 21st century. It has seriously
committed people in it. They don’t easily give up. If there is
work to do they will do it. They are on all the rotas. And we
should note that their toughness in these areas is not just their
own particular idiosyncrasy which might be appropriate for
them but is not necessarily always to be encouraged. We
should note, rather, that the Lord Jesus himself approves of
such an approach. Not least, he approves of the fact that they
hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, just as he himself does.
And so the question arises – what is that we should hate,
because Jesus also hates it? Is there anything that I hate (in
the sense already described) because I know that it greatly
displeases my Lord?
[c] The Lord rebukes his church
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The remarkable thing about this church is that although it was
so committed to the cause of Christ and so concerned to
uphold moral spiritual truth, it nevertheless had a huge
problem: ‘You have forsaken the love you had at first.’
[d] The Lord recalls his church
It is always good when the Lord speaks. His words may be
tough, but they are spoken in love, and at least he is speaking.
It is a terrible thing indeed when he does not speak.
The ‘recall’ has three parts:
[i] A simple instruction
Repent and do the things you did at first. Here is a clear and
simple requirement to take responsibility for what has
happened and to make changes.
[ii] A solemn warning
The Lord Jesus is not giving advice here. He is not some
spiritual counsellor to whom you go for suggestions about to
improve things – suggestions you might, or might not, take up.
He commands his people to repent and warns them of what will
happen if they do not.
[iii] A personal promise
Even if most of the church ignores the letter, there will be a
blessing for anyone who takes it to heart. And if they do that
they will indeed inherit eternal life. See: Genesis 3.22 and also
Revelation 22.2.
Let us all seek to be those who have ears to hear, who are
victorious and who receive the right to eat from the tree of life in
the paradise of God.
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